HISTORY TALKS 10.30-3.30

SATURDAY 27 JUNE 2026 - KILLARA CENTRE, CAMPERDOWN

CAMPERDOWNBURNSFESTIVAL.COM.AU
TRYBOOKING.COM/DGDBD

$40.00 FOR ALL TALKS (INCLUDED IN WEEKEND TICKET)
$15.00 FOR SINGLE TALK

10.30 AM - 11.30 AM DR. CHRIS GOURAMANIS:
“PAST CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE
FROM ICONIC CRATER LAKES IN WESTERN VICTORIA”

11.30 AM - 12.30 PM DR IAIN BUCKLAND:
“SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE - CREATED BY THE
SCOTTISH ARISTOCRACY, BUT NOW ADOPTED BY
DANCE AND FITNESS ENTHUSIASTS WORLD-WIDE”

12.30 PM - 1.30 PM LUNCH BREAK

1.30 PM - 2.30 PM DR VICKI COUZENS:
“MOTHER TONGUE - A LIVING LEGACY:
REVITALISATION OF GUNDITIMARA
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10.30 am - 11.30 am Dr. Chris Gouramanis:
“Past Climate and Environmental Change from Iconic Crater Lakes in Western Victoria”

Climate change is the largest and single most consequential global challenge facing humanity
today that will persist for generations to come. But what happened in the past? What do we
know and what do we think happened to the climate leading up to the current calamity? The
western districts of Victoria, and particularly the Camperdown area, have numerous volcanic
crater lakes, whose lake floors provide the evidence needed to address these questions. Since
their formation, following violent volcanic eruptions, these lakes have sequentially accumulated
sediment (including fossils) on their lake floors that, over time, reflect climate and environment
changes that are representative of the regional climate of south-eastern Australia. Lakes
Keilambete, Gnotuk and Bullen Merri serve as exemplars from the region. Chris will discuss the
evidence of past environmental and climate change from these sites.

Dr Chris Gouramanis is a Research Fellow based at the Research School
of Earth Sciences at the Australian National University and has
examined past environmental and climate change records from lakes
across Australia and Southeast Asia.

11.30 am - 12.30 pm Dr lain Buckland:
“Scottish Country Dance - created by the Scottish aristocracy, but now adopted by
dance and fitness enthusiasts worldwide”

While a “Highland Fling” might be typical of a specific, energetic style of dancing from the
Highlands, Scottish Country Dance was derived mainly from an English form of dance

from the 17th century. The uniquely Scottish version of country dancing appeared in the 18th
century incorporating French influences introduced originally by Mary Queen of Scots.

Dances were set to Scottish tunes such as Strathspeys, jigs and reels and usually comprised
sets of dancers in lines which performed intricate and elegant patterns of movement. The
Scottish form of country dancing deviated from the English style particularly in its emphasis on
precise footwork. While English country dancing largely disappeared, the Scottish form has
endured with thousands of dances created and performed in venues from castles and country
houses to church halls and pubs. The Royal Scottish Country Dance Society supports the
continuing tradition today and a new emphasis has evolved promoting the mental and physical
health benefits of social dance. Scottish Country Dance is popular today amongst both Scots
and the broader world community.

Dr lain Buckland is a popular and multiple contributor to our History
Talks program. Following a long career as a mechanical engineer, lain
embarked on a new career exploring a long-held passion for food culture
and history. In 2011, lain completed a Le Cordon Bleu Master of Arts in
Gastronomy at the University of Adelaide. This led to an offer from the
University to undertake a Doctor of Philosophy in food history which he
completed in 2016. lain and his eminent sculptor wife Julie Edgar both
come from families with Scottish connections. This has inspired lain to
ongoing academic and practical interest in the unique culinary and other
traditions of Scotland.




1.30 pm - 2.30 pm Dr Vicki Couzens
“Mother Tongue - a living legacy: revitalisation of Gunditjmara Aboriginal language”

‘Mother Tongue- a living legacy is a family/clan based creative language revitalisation project.

It undertakes the concurrent activities of grammar reconstruction and rebuilding whilst actively
practicing language acquisition through applied immersion learning opportunities in everyday
lived settings and through creative cultural expression practice.

In the Project | mentor individuals and family clan groups in immersive language learning in
day-to-day experiences and in creative cultural expression experiences on Country. Family/clan
groups participate in a series of language development workshops to identify their language
learning needs in everyday settings. Each individual and/or family clan group is supported to
take language home, integrating their learnings into their daily lives.

The family clans participate in one or more ‘camps on Country’ activity to engage with creative
cultural practice experiences through which language is also acquired and practiced - weaving,
fibrecraft; song; dance and cultural Ceremony.

Each of these immersion experiences builds capacity, confidence and experience in language
use, specifically supporting oral traditions of knowledge sharing and transfer. This approach
is targeted at ‘living legacy’: that is for individuals, families and communities to becoming
fluent speakers; engaging and using language in ways which supports traditional oral
knowledge transference.

‘Our languages nourish our spirit, our hearts, our minds, our relatives and our Country’

Yoolongteeyt Dr Vicki Couzens is a Keerray Woorroong Gunditjmara
citizen whose homelands are in the Western Districts of Victoria,
Australia. Vicki acknowledges her Ancestors and Elders who guide her
work. She has worked in Aboriginal community affairs for over 45 years
and her contributions in the reclamation, regeneration and revitalisation
of cultural knowledge and practice extend across the ‘arts and creative
cultural expression’ spectrum. This includes language revitalisation,
ceremony, community arts, public art, visual and performing arts, and
creative and academic writing.

Vicki is Senior Knowledge Custodian for Possum Skin Cloak Story and
Language Reclamation and Revitalisation in her Keerray Woorroong
Mother Tongue.

Vicki has been employed at RMIT University since 2018, initially as a
Vice Chancellors Indigenous Research Fellow and is now a co-founding
Director of Yoonggama First Nations Transdisciplinary Research Cohort;
and a continuing Research Fellow working on her Australian Research
Council funded ‘Mother Tongue’ Project. The Project aims to expand
and enhance Gunditjmara language ecology. It examines Gunditjmara
language acquisition and learning through practical methodologies in
everyday settings.



2.30 pm - 3.30 pm Dr Bob Bowker:
“Dr Daniel Curdie and the Exploration of Family History”

Raw accounts of births, deaths and marriages make arduous reading. Writing family
history is challenging for authors trying to separate fact from fiction. But bringing
family members to life can be rewarding, especially when one sets out to capture the
participation of those people, directly or as observers, in the extraordinary, the
mundane and the controversial across some 180 years of Australian history.
Strengths and weaknesses, successes and failures make such individuals real, and our
history more engaging. With that in mind, the Scottish squatter and pastoralist Daniel
Curdie is an excellent example of how an individual should be celebrated—not only for
his personal attributes, notable achievements and occasional mishaps; but also
because his life and times, and those of his wife, his family and his close associates
encompassed themes of migration, exploration, gold rushes, shipwrecks, bankruptcy,
marital successes and failures, alcoholism, rabbit plagues and a range of intellectual
pursuits that shaped the emerging colony of Victoria at various levels.

Telling his story, in its historical context, enables us to connect our present to our past.

Dr Bob Bowker is a great great grandson of Dr Daniel Curdie, a key figure

in the history of Camperdown and the surrounding area. Raised at
‘Kangaroobie’ at Princetown, where the Bowker family has been present for
seven generations, and attending school at Timboon he retired from the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in 2008 after a 37-year career
working mostly on the Middle East, including as Australian ambassador to
Jordan, Egypt and Syria, and as a senior official of the United Nations in Gaza
and Jerusalem. He is the author of six books on Middle East matters,
including a professional memoir with his reflections on key issues,
Tomorrow There will be Apricots: An Australian Diplomat in the Arab World,
which was shortlisted for the 2023 ACT Book of the Year. His novel Endless
River: Life, Love and Death on the Gellibrand combines historical events—
notably the drama, tragedy and heroism which surrounded the wreck of the
Fiji at Moonlight Head—with a fictional account of life on and around the
Gellibrand River at Princetown in 1891.

Dr Bowker is an Honorary Professorial Fellow at the
Australian National University.
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